IFHE NEWSletter                 April/May 2006      No.1 /2006
The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the International Federation of Hospital Engineering, and are published with no acceptance of responsibility for the stated opinions or allegations.   IFHE reserves the right to edit, abridge or otherwise alter material included in the Newsletter.  

This issue has been titled April/ May 2006 as its completion has been delayed to enable incorporation of some news emanating from the IFHE meetings and the IFHE 19th Congress which took place in Cape Town, South Africa from 06 to 11 May. 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

Dennis Grady, IFHE President 2004-2006, sends the following valedictory message, which appeared also in the 19th Congress newsletter published on 10 May: 

Greetings IFHE members.  In the USA we often use the cliché “Time flies when you’re having fun”. What this means is because you are enjoying what you are doing so much; you don’t realize how much time has passed. I find this to be very much my situation at this time. By the time you read this column, my term as President of IFHE will have come to a close and I will have ended my 6th year of an eight year commitment to serve on the IFHE Executive Committee. Over the past six years I have had the opportunity to travel to many interesting parts of the world that I would normally never visit on my own. I have also had the opportunity to visit many wonderful countries and cities where IFHE members have graciously hosted IFHE events. In addition, I have had the opportunity to meet and work with many of the dedicated and hard working IFHE representatives and staff members. Finally, I am fortunate to have had the opportunity to be part of IFHE’s accomplishments over the past six years.

As I complete my term as President of IFHE, I would like to thank several people who have assisted me and made it possible for me to have a positive and rewarding experience with the IFHE organization. First and foremost, I would like to thank Bruce Noseda, IFHE President 2000-2002 for introducing me to IFHE and educating me on what IFHE is all about. Next I would like to thank Gunnar Baekken, IFHE President 2002-2004 for being my mentor on the leadership of IFHE. I would also like to thank my IFHE Executive Committee members, Steve Drinkrow, Vice President, Francisco Castella, Second Vice President, Jim Cook, Treasurer, Gaston Lam, member, Francis Morimura, member, and Juha Rantasalo, member, for their dedication, support and hard work. I would like to sincerely thank Robert Guerry, 2004 ASHE President and Dr. Albert Sunseri ASHE Executive Director for hosting the 18th IFHE Congress in Orlando, Florida, USA.

I would like to thank Dr. Andrei Issakov, WHO Coordinator for Health Facilities, and Paul Merlevede, Leader of the IFHE/WHO working group for their liaison work in seeking out collaborative efforts between the two organizations. I would also like to thank Paul Merlevede and the VTDV organization for hosting the 2005 IFHE Executive Committee and Council meetings. I would like to thank the IFHE members who served IFHE over the past two years - including, but not limited to: Hans J A Dootjes and Leo D A van Namen, Honorary Auditors; Eduardo Caetano, Bruce Noseda and Liliana Font, Administrative Service Performance Monitoring Group; and Jim Cook, Bruce Noseda, Gunnar Baekken, and Gaston Lam for their work on the Reserve Fund Working Group. 

In addition to thanking all these dedicated members, I would like to thank the general membership for their participation in the IFHE events over the past two years. Without participation of the membership, an organization like IFHE would simply not function. I would also like to thank Lawrence Hadley for his liaison work between IFHE and the Touch Briefing publishing group. I would be remiss at this point if I did not give a big thank you to William Pym, the IFHE Administrative Secretariat, for his untiring efforts to support and serve the IFHE organization.

Now, last but certainly not the least, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Bernard Shapiro, IFHE General Secretary. Barney is a super dedicated, extremely organized professional who works very hard to make IFHE the premier international organization it is today. I cannot praise Barney enough for the countless contributions he has made to the success of IFHE.

If I have left anyone off my thank you list and they are deserving of my recognition, it was not intentional and I apologize. I hope to see as many IFHE members as possible in Cape Town South Africa at the IFHE 19th Congress. I wish everyone well with their future endeavors.   

Sincerely,

F. Dennis Grady

IFHE COLLABORATION WITH WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

At the IFHE 19th Congress in Cape Town, two specific WHO sessions were incorporated in the programme. These were

Chaired by Dr Andre Issakov, Coordinator, Health Technology and Facilities Planning and Management, WHO Geneva. 

The first session was titled SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR SAFER HEALTHCARE ENGINEERING AND PATIENT SAFETY and the second MAKING HEALTH SYSTEMS WORK: A CRITICAL ROLE OF HEALTHCARE INFRASTRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY.  Included were papers by invited international speakers from countries such as - Switzerland, USA, South Africa, Kenya, Ethiopia, Cameroon, and Malaysia. 
A post-congress WHO/ACCE Healthcare Technology Management (HTM) and Clinical Engineering Workshop took place commencing Thursday afternoon 11 May at the CTICC and continued on 12 and 13 May at another venue.    Its stated  purpose - to contribute to the development and strengthening of institutional capacity (capacity building) in the Africa region and beyond, promote the proper planning and management of technology in health service delivery and explore technical support/service options for healthcare facility physical infrastructure and equipment.

The IFHE President Steve Drinkrow addressed the workshop participants at the opening session.

The workshop focussed on Healthcare Technology Planning.     The following key healthcare technology management (HTM) topics, providing relevant global best practices, were to be covered: 

· HTM infrastructure development through appropriate healthcare technology policy 

· Regulatory programs for medical devices

· Healthcare technology planning using a systems approach

· Healthcare technology assessment and needs assessment

· Patient safety through healthcare technology planning

· The development of healthcare technical services (HCTS); clinical engineering capabilities at national, regional or local level 

· Experience in the implementation of HTM programs in Africa and in developing countries world wide. 

Dr Andre Issakov, at the Council meeting in Cape Town indicated that he is still working on a position paper for the World Patient Safety Alliance on Safe Environment for Safer Care - with a purpose of placing this subject high on the agenda of the next Global Patient Safety Challenge for 2007-2008 (the current one for 2005-2006 is about Clean Care is Safer Care).   A contribution from hospital engineering, healthcare architecture and facility management is crucial for this work.    IFHE members, and in particular those in Europe and North America, are reminded to urgently communicate and liaise in this regard with Dr Andre Issakov, M.D., M.P.H., Ph.D. Coordinator, Health Technology and Facilities Planning (TFP) Department of Health System Policies and Operations (SPO) World Health Organization, Geneva Tel.: + 41 22 791 25 69  Fax: +41 22 791 13 88 Mob.: +41 79 475 55 26  E-mail: issakova@who.int   

IFHE/TOUCH BRIEFINGS PUBLICATION 

The joint Touch Briefings/IFHE report titled "Business Briefing: Hospital Engineering & Facilities Management 2005 –Issue 2” was completed and distributed in January 2006.    Lawrence Hadley, who regrettably for medical reasons was not  able to come to Cape Town, has commented that  the nil response  from at least six several A members to the request  for membership lists has caused a great deal of  delay and upset a proper distribution.   He points out that IFHE, and thus its membership, benefits from the publication, both financially and intellectually.  He is concerned at an apparent apathy on the part of some of the national members.    

Total distribution of the current publication is about 8600.   Two hundred copies sent to Cape Town were rapidly snapped up by congress delegates. 

An appeal was made in Council and the General assembly to IFHE National organization members to assist in achieving the maximum possible distribution of these reports to individual members.  ‘A’ members who have not yet responded, are requested to do so as soon as possible.  It would be very much appreciated if members could provide postal address lists in an Excel spreadsheet format with column headings - title, first name, surname, job title, company, address 1, address 2 (if applicable),city, post code, country,  phone, fax, e-mail).  If an organization has reservations about supplying the requested information, the “Onetime Use Agreement” appended to IFHE letter dated 11 December 2005 is considered appropriate to reassure anyone who may be concerned about the confidentiality issue.  Requests for partial or total bulk mailings of the publication are not favoured. 

IFHE REGIONAL GROUP “IFHE-Europe”

As reported previously the Foundation Session of this regional group was held on  05 September 2005 during the course of a visit by delegates  at the 1ST EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON HEALTHCARE ENGINEERING to the European Council buildings in Strassbourg.  A second meeting of the Regional Group was held in Dusseldorf, Germany, on 17 November 2005. The third meeting was held on Thursday afternoon 11May 2006 at the CTICC in Cape Town after conclusion of the 19th Congress.  Representatives of three IFHE National members additional to the original eleven subscribers to the regional group application were present.  A report on the groups activities had been given at the IFHE Council meeting on 07 May, and it is anticipated that further reports will be forthcoming. 

IFHE 19th CONGRESS 2006 CAPE TOWN  

Steve Drinkrow , IFHE President for 2006-2008, at the General Assembly held on 10 May reported that the attendance at the congress exceeded 500 persons of whom 150 were from countries outside South Africa.  This represented a more than doubling of the numbers at the 13th Congress in 1994.   The trade exhibition, the largest ever at a SAFHE organised event, had been fully subscribed soon after being advertised.    Mother nature had cooperated by providing superb sunny weather during the congress enabling accompanying persons – and several of the delegates – to enjoy the arranged tour programme.    Apart from participating in the congress speaker programme, which contained a variety of  high quality presentations, delegates enthusiastically attended the Exhibitors cocktail party, and the Gala Dinner in the Convention Centre’s West Ballroom with it s magnificent  outlook  south to the city centre and Table Mountain.   At the dinner tribute was paid to Strategic Business Services (SBS) for their highly professional and efficient presentation of the congress.  
IFHE 21st CONGRESS 2010 – HEAJ TO ORGANIZE

As reported in the December 2005 issue of this newsletter, two submissions had been received.  Applicants had distributed copy of these submissions to principal contacts in each of the IFHE National member organizations.  At the Council meeting presentations were made by HEAJ’s Yasushi Nagasawa and FSTL’s Gunnar Baekken. Subsequently, FSTL’s Erik Hoibjelke graciously withdrew the Norwegian bid to organise the congress in 2010, and Council decided to award the 21st congress to HEAJ Japan.    

STEVE MORAWSKI, JANUARY 1931 -  AUGUST 2005.   IFHE PRESIDENT 1988-1990

The IFHE Newsletter December 2005 drew on The CHES Quarterly Journal Autumn 2005 to provide an obituary for Szcepan (Steve) Morawski, who served as IFHE President from 1988-1990.  It mentioned that at the IFHE General Assembly held in London 8 June 1990 he delivered an immediate Past President’s report which  was significant for his analysis of IFHE objectives and activities – his constructively critical view of its past and future.  Many of his comments at that time strike a familiar chord now 16 years later, even though several of the matters he raised have been dealt with - to varying extents - through subsequent Council decisions and Executive Committee implementation.  The edited excerpts below are derived from his report, which was published in full in the September 1990 issue of the Health Estate Journal:      

“Since I have had the privilege of presiding for the last two years of the Federations second decade, I would like to review our activities. By pondering on our past we can get a better grasp of the future….Let us see what has happened in the last two years ….

Administration includes managing membership status; Statute and Standing Order updates; maintaining correspondence between Council members; organizing meetings and keeping minutes; collecting dues and proposals for congresses.  One aspect causes a lot of aggravation and frustration - the lack of replies from Secretaries and Presidents of national organizations.  At IFHE meetings time is wasted in trying to analyse what has happened to persons from whom we have not heard in a long time.  The courtesy of a brief communication to the General Secretary, if not a presence at the meetings, is expected.       

Outstanding commitments - WHO recognition of IFHE as an NGO in official relations involves cooperation in the implementation of common objectives – the education of health services engineering and maintenance staff in developing countries.  WHO was to identify the needs and the countries and IFHE would provide the human resources. To implement this, designated volunteer professionals and finances are required. The lack of response to the General Secretary’s appeals renders the agreement meaningless.  To mobilize IFHE members and give them an understanding of the mechanisms of WHO/IFHE collaboration, constant publicising is deemed necessary.

New initiatives – Prof Antonio Bonnin of Spain had proposed: a. A 20th anniversary scholarship for three engineers to study hospital technology - two from Africa, one from South America; b. Seminars on hospital technology for developing countries (in Africa and South America); c. An IFHE award for the best article on hospital technology published in journals of each national association, or for personal achievement throughout the life of a Federation member; d. A President’s fund to subsidise the costs incurred by Executive Committtee or Council members nominated to represent IFHE at conferences and seminars presented by other organizations; e. A permanent, paid Executive Secretary; f. Celebrating the 20th anniversary by publishing a booklet covering IFHE history.   

Dr Andreas Malloupas of Cyprus had suggested that the Federation look at the possibility of setting up: 1. Regional branches for the Eastern Mediterranean and Eastern Africa;  and 2. A bank of experts from IFHE membership willing to contribute to the training of engineering personel from developing countries.   

Recent political developments in Eastern Europe now warrant special attention.” 

PUBLICATIONS EXCERPTS 

RIBA PRACTICE BULLETIN - No. 335  (2 February 2006) 

NHS REDISCOVERS THE COTTAGE HOSPITAL 
This week's White Paper from the Department of Health setting out plans for a 'fundamental shift' of resources from hospitals into local primary care facilities has only darkened the cloud already hanging over the government's £12 billion hospital building programme.   Health Secretary Patricia Hewitt said the NHS would now embark on a programme to deliver a new generation of community hospitals and health centres offering a range of services dictated by local demands and priorities. Up to 50 such super-clinics could be on the way, many through innovative partnerships with the private sector.   The intention is also to free up constraints on existing partnership models to allow the private sector to provide clinics, and perhaps even GP surgeries, offering free NHS-funded care.  While the news gives another shot in the arm to the primary care sector, particularly the accelerating LIFT programme that is on course to deliver 60 new surgeries and clinics this year, it will cause more palpitations among those involved with pipeline PFI hospital projects. Dozens of PFI hospital projects, including 18 that are nearing financial close, are reported to be unofficially 'suspended' until the end of the financial year while the DoH reviews future commitments. The twin drivers here are the existing financial crises faced by a considerable number of hospital trusts and forthcoming 'payment by results' reforms designed to offer greater patient choice, but which do not mesh with the long term block purchasing agreements required by PFI contracts. NHS trusts are expecting to hear the results of how this PFI review will affect their projects at the end of this month. The use of the PFI model for new acute hospital projects does not appear to be threatened yet, however the DoH has already indicated that the investment programme is likely to be in the region of £7-9 billion, rather than £12 billion.

The DoH White Paper, 'Our health, our care, our say: a new direction for community services,' is at http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4127453&chk=NXIecj 
RIBA WORLD ISSUE 402 - JANUARY 27 2006   - Ref: 45
HEALTH: Could the coating for door handles at a new GP surgery  seriously reduce the spread of infection? 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4630560.stm 

IFHE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2006-2008

At the Council meeting on 07 May, arising from the decision regarding the 2010 congress and approval of his nominations for General Secretary and Treasurer, IFHE President Steve Drinkrow announced the composition of the Executive Committee.  In naming the three additional members he had given careful consideration to geographical representation and membership strengths.  

President  Steve Drinkrow;  First Vice President Francisco Castella; Second Vice President Yasushi Nagasawa;  

Past President  Dennis Grady; General Secretary Bernard Shapiro; Treasurer Jim Cook 

Additional members - Gaston Lam NVTG Netherlands, Reinfried Sure FKT Germany, Erik Hoibjelke FSTL Norway 

EVENTS CALENDAR

2006

09-12 July             ASHE 43rd Annual Conference and Technical Exhibition “Leading the Way to Transforming 

                              Healthcare Facility Readiness” at the John B Hynes Veterans Memorial Convention Center, Marriott 

                              Boston Copley Place,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, USA.  Registration on-line www.ashe.org
September            VTDV Annual congress  “ Prevention and safety-feeling in the healthcare sector”
                              Ghent, Belgium.   Contact: Eddy De Coster : Hoofd Technische Diensten UZ Leuven, 

                              Herestraat 49, 3000 Leuven, Belgium tel 016/34 41 04  fax 016/34 41 01 Vtdv@uz.kuleuven.ac.be
17-19 September  CHES National Trade show & Education Forum 2006. “ Disaster Are You Ready?” 
                         World Trade & Convention Centre, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
    

Contact: Conference Office, 4 Cataraqui Street, Suite 310, Kingston, ON K7K 1Z7, Canada.

 

Tel +1 613 531 2661 fax +1613 531 0626  e-mail ches@eventsmgt.com  web www.ches.org
10-14 October      AADAIH: 17° Congreso Latinoamericano de Arquitectura e Ingeniería Hospitalaria - Diseno – 

                             Salud – Sustentabilidad.  Centro Cultural Borges, Viamonte esquina San Martín, Buenos Aires,  
                             Argentina.     AADAIH:  Av. de Mayo   1370, piso 11, oficina 300 – (C1085ABQ) Buenos Aires, 

                             Argentina.   Tel: (54-11) 4383-9084 - Tel/Fax: (54-11) 4383-1481

                              E-mail: info@aadaih.com.ar  Web site: www.aadaih.com.ar
6-7 November       IHEEM: Healthcare Estates Conference & Exhibition Harrowgate International Centre, England.    

                              If interested in being delegate, visitor or exhibitor visit  www.stepex.com/healthcare  or call +44 1892 

                              518877 

10 November        NZIHEEM Annual Conference, Cowne Hotel,  Auckland, New Zealand 

                              Contact Bill MacDougall e mail billm@adhb.govt.nz
2007

15 September 
 IFHE Executive Committee meeting 32 – Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
16 September       IFHE Council meeting 40 - Calgary, Alberta, Canada

17-19 September CHES National Trade show & Education Forum 2007 Calgary, Alberta, Canada
2008  

18 October           IFHE Executive Committee meeting 33 – Barcelona, Spain

19 October           IFHE Council meeting 41 – Barcelona, Spain  

20-23 October      IFHE 20th Congress, “The Hospital and the Information technologies”, in conjunction with AEIH

                             National Congress XXVI Seminar on Hospital Engineering, Palau de Congressos de Catalunya,

                             Barcelona, Spain.  Enquiries: aeih@bcmedic.com   website www.aeih.org
2010

08 November       IFHE Executive Committee Meeting 34 - Tokyo, Japan 

09 November       IFHE Council Meeting 42 – Tokyo Japan 

09-13 November  IFHE 21st Congress “ Hospital Engineering against Cultural Background” , Tokyo International

                             Exhibition Centre, Odaiba, Japan.  

IFHE ‘A’ NATIONAL MEMBERS WEBSITES

 Members are asked to continue to assist the IFHE Secretariat with up to date contact information. 
A001 IHEEM UK www.iheem.org.uk



A003 IHF France www.ihf.fr 


A006 NVTG Netherlands www.nvtg.nl


A007 ASHE USA www.aha.org



A008 NZIHEEM New Zealand www.nziheem.org.nz

A009 IHEA Australia www.ihea.com.au 


A010 SAFHE South Africa www.safhe.co.za


A012 VTDV Belgium www.VTDV.be



A013 AEIH Spain  www.aeih.org.


              A014 IHS Switzerland www.his.ch



A015 FSD Denmark www.sygehusmaskinmestre.dk

A017 WGKT Germany www.wgkt.de
A018 CHES Canada www.ches.org



A020 HEAJ Japan www.heaj.org
A024 FKT Germany www.fkt.de



A025 AADAIH Argentina www.aadaih,com.ar


A028 FSTL Norway www.fstl.org



A035 ABDEH Brasil www.abdeh.com.br                                     A038 AFHE Finland www.ssty.info


A040 OVKT Austria www.oevkt.at
                                       A042 KIHA  Korea www.kiha.org  


A043 BEAM Malaysia www.mybeam.org
1
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